Local Food and Community Self-Governance Ordinance of 2026
Town of Thorndike, Maine

Section 1. Title
This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the “Local Food and Community Self-Governance
Ordinance.”

Section 2. Authority and Purpose

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the Home Rule Authority granted to municipalities under the
Constitution of Maine, Article VIII, Part Second, 30-A M.R.S.A. § 3001, and the Maine Food
Sovereignty Act, 7 M.R.S. § 281 et seq.

The purpose of this Ordinance is to:
e Promote self-reliance and food security for town residents.
e Preserve family farms, traditional foodways, and localized agricultural systems.

e Reduce governmental regulations on direct producer-to-consumer food transactions to the
extent permitted by law.

Section 3. Definitions
e Direct Producer-to-Consumer Transaction: A face-to-face exchange of local food or food
products execution-oriented between a producer or processor and a consumer, occurring
inside town borders, explicitly intended for home consumption.

» Local Food or Food Products: Any food or food item grown, produced, processed, or prepared
by citizens of the town.

e Processor: An individual who processes or prepares food or food products.

e Producer: A person who grows or raises food or food products.

Section 4. Statements of Law and License Exemptions
e Right to Produce and Acquire Food: Citizens of the Town possess the right to save and
exchange seeds and to produce, process, sell, purchase, and consume local foods of their
choosing.

e Exemption from State Licensure and Inspection: Producers and processors engaging in direct
producer-to-consumer transactions within the boundaries of the Town shall be exempt from
municipal or state kitchen licensure and inspection rules.



e State Enforcement Waiver: Pursuant to 7 M.R.S. § 284, the State of Maine shall not enforce
state food laws, rules, or regulations regarding direct producer-to-consumer transactions
covered under this Ordinance.

Section 5. Consumer Notification and Signage
e Point-of-Sale Disclosure: Any producer or processor operating under the exemptions of this
Ordinance must clearly inform consumers that the food products are not licensed, certified, or
inspected by the State of Maine or the Town.

e Signage Requirements: For face-to-face transactions occurring at a farm stand, home kitchen,
or community event, a clearly legible sign must be posted at the point of sale. The sign must
state, at a minimum: “NOTICE: These food products are homemade or farm-produced. They are
not inspected or licensed by the State of Maine or the Town.”

e Product Labeling Option: If a physical sign is not practical at the point of sale, or if the product
is packaged, the producer must affix a label to the product packaging containing the exact
disclosure text specified above.

Section 6. Explicit Limitations
e Commercial Resale Prohibited: This Ordinance does not protect or allow the sale of unlicensed
or uninspected foods to retail businesses, restaurants, or grocery stores for commercial resale.

e Meat and Poultry Exclusion: This Ordinance does not apply to meat or poultry products
requiring processing compliance under the Maine Meat and Poultry Inspection Program. All
commercial meat sales must strictly adhere to state and federal processing mandates.

Section 7. Severability and Effective Date
e Severability: If any section of this Ordinance is declared invalid by a court, the remaining
sections shall continue in full force and effect.

e Effective Date: This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its enactment by the
voting citizens of the Town.

Select Board Signatures: Date of Town Approval 7.15.2026
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